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negative archaism with success in Treasure Island, chose to give
us a positive specimen in The Black Arrow. How vexatious
these reach-me-down archaisms can become, even in the hands
of an able writer, will be seen from the following examples of a
single trick, all taken from The Black Arrow.
An I had not been a thief, I could not have painted me your face.
Put me your hand into the corner, and see what ye find there.
Bring me him down like a ripe apple. And keep ever forward, Master
Shelton; turn me not back again, an ye love your life.
Selden, take me this old shrew softly to the nearest elm, and hang me
him tenderly by the neck, where I may see him at my riding.
Mark me this old villain on the piebald.
* Sirrah, no more words,' said Dick.  'Bend me your back.*
'Here is a piece of forest that I know not,' Dick remarked. £Where
goeth me this track?'
*I slew him fair.  I ran me in upon his bow,' he cried.
'Swallow me a good draught of this,' said the knight.
It is like a child with a new toy.
But there is the opposite fault. The judicious archaist, as
we have said, will abstain from palpable modernisms, especially
from modern slang. The following extracts are taken from
an old woman's reminiscences of days in which a 'faultless
attire' included 'half high boots, knee-breeches very tight
above the calf (as the fashion was then), a long-tailed cutaway
coat, . . .':
But the Captain, who, of course, lacks bowels of mercy for this kind
of thing, says that if he had been Caesar, 'Caius would have got the
great chuck. Yes, madam, I would have broke Mister Caius on the
Spot'.—CROCKETT.
But if you once go in for having a good time (as Miss Anne in her
innocence used to remark) you must be prepared to . . .—crockett.
... as all girls love to do when they are content with the way they
have put in their time.—crockett.
METAPHOR
Strictly speaking, metaphor occurs as often as we take a word
out of its original sphere and apply it to new circumstances.
In this sense almost all words can be shown to be metaphorical
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